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REPORT OF THE MINISTRY OF zDUCATION OF THE

HUNGARTIAN PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC ON EDUCATIONAL
PROGRESS IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 1956-1957.

Introduction

The 1956-57 school year began under very favouriole
circumstances, According to the firs-year appropriations of the
Second Five-Year Plan the schools were to get a considerable
number of additional rooms =nd much additional c¢quipment. In
the firs four grades of the eight-gradc primary schools tga-
ching began according to new modcrns schedulss and curricula.
The new schedules and curricula for grades five through
eight were to be tried out in experimental schools, In a good
bportion of the schools significant steps were taken in the way
of introducing workshop classe in order %o reach vocational
skills /polytechnical instruction/.

The counter-revolutionary events in October had an ad-

verse effect on the school year which had started under so
good auspices., In the smaller towns and villages there wag
hardly' any let-up in instruction, but in Budapest and the lap-
g¢r provincial townsg classas had to be suspended for several
weeks bacaugc of transportation troubles and fucl shortagc,
A number of school buildings and considerable school
suffercd demage, first of all in Budapest,
of classcs discipline geemcd to grow laxcr
schools,

The second half of the school y:ar had to be spent with
roconstruction and répair. Thc¢ last months of the school year
passcd .wundisturbcd. Sinco thg tcachers did their work with a
gpccial gense of résponsibility, a small prolongation of the
86hool) year wag <nough to ¢nable pPupils to complcte the csssn-

tial . subject matter of the school ycar and 80 on to the
noxt gpgdc unchecked.

The Ministry of Lducation
Culturc have morged. Tha resultin
with the instruction and cultural
and the adult population,

squipmoent
After the rosumption
in some of the

- and thc Ministry of Pcoplae?’g
2 linistry of Culturc dcalsg
aducation of young pcopls
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I. School Administr:tion

The system of inspuction did not undergo any changc in
coursc of the year. Gencrnal and spcecialized inspectors super-
vise the schools. Of the gecneral inspectors, the sccondary-
school inspectors are employcd by the County, 2and the primary-
school/gon.pilsory eight-grade compr v:hensive se¢izool/ inspectors
are employed by the Boroush Department of Education. The gpe-
cialized instructors spend half time as school teachers, where-
as the other half of thejir jcb is bhe supervision of the teaching
of specialized subjects at the schools. The inspec-ion of
specialized secondary s: 70l is dealt with contrally by the
Ministry of Culture or by other Lkinistrieg maintaining specia-
lized gecondary schools.

In this extraordinary school: year the inspectbrs did a
greath deal to help in the roesumption of classes after the in-
voluntary suspension and in ¢nsuring conditions conductive to
unhampered instruction. Wherc this was necessary, they hclped
to abridge thsé matsrial to be taught, cte,

The budgetary appropriations for 1957 are 13 per cent
higher than were for 1956. Duc to the damages caused by
the counter-re¢volution, however, this incrcase stipulatcs only
for the larger number of pupils- without providing this ycar
for the qualitativce improvement planned earlicr.

II. School Organization

the gradual satisfaction of th¢ dcmands of socicty, thus the
extension of thc nursery-school natwork and a continucd rise
in the numbcr of kindercarten teachers.

Because of the countar--revolutionary events the sta-
tistical survey usually made in December had to be omitted,
and therefore we are not ible to giv. Bata for 1956.
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In the primary schools 1,2 f,OOl pupils were conrolled /in 1955;
1,226,000/, The rumber 57 primery-school divicions incruazsed
fron 28,404 in 1955 to 39,;97 in 1956, From 50,250 in 1955,

the numbcr of tenchers wert up to 52,210, ond thus the number

of pupils pur teechcer fell from 24,4 to 24,1,

In the seeondory schidols the enrolment fdgure rose from
11,106 ir 1955 to 125,521, This incruage weos couccd by the
larger nurber of students 2dmitted to the first forms of fhe

gencrrl gymnesia /“C”"ﬁric crcondrry schools/. The 7 otm1 stu-
dort body of the gymnosio Up irom 68,000 to 77,400, In the
specinlined /vocationnl/ sceondery schools the fo 1ling trend,
first indicated last yoor, is s9ill continuing, for i the
pasy few yonrs over-sise mueont nodics were ndmiiiod to same
s3pecialized secondary $5C.a021s, which*thus troinad more gro-
durtes than the nationnl ceonomy demended.

AL _Lug_undversitivs_snd_cilleges the number >f students fell
from 30,665 in 1955 1o 26,005, Tho deercasc wog duc o !

ic
c-uses mentiorcd in the provious yeer - firot of 211 b the

ir
wish 45 improve the st nc-rd »f iastruction

55,000 students woere o wolled
cvening 2rd corrcaporndonce coursce of the primevy
vorty thousond wore onrolled ir the uv»ting sessilons
apd correspondence divisis of the secundary schools, Thir-
teen thousand pecople 7.1 toking sdvantage of the cvening ond
correspondence schodls % the uriversity lovel,

Beginning with thce 1957-5C 5chool yeor the universities
Of arvs adld scichces 2n¢ the technicrl uriverasitics wre in-
crunsiig the time of - full coursc from the Present four yeors
to five, in order 15 onsure Ddgher=level troining - mor.
thoroush inctruction.

Schodol tceachers gpeciclizing 1i the tciching of fa o i
lzvounccs were troincd until now only at the Lérénd Lotvos Uni-

versity of Arts and Sei rcer 1t sudemst. Now deprmriments of
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classicnl philology, Germon o2nd Romence langunges ory being
srganized ot the provincial universitics as well,

During the school yonr a decision was made on toking
tcachers training out >f ti¢ scconiory schools em traluning
elcmontary-school /first four zrodes of the primery school/
teachers ot two=ycor colle gus fullowing secondary-school metri-
culeation, This mcnsurc is cxpecetcd to improve considerably the

zereral culturce ond profussional curlifications o2f futurc tco-

chers and kirndcorgorton mwrs nncl,

I1T, Curricula, Textbooks - " _Nethods

In grodes one throuzh four of the cisht-grode primary
school instructiom wasg bhoscd on new schedulcs, curricula amd
textbooks,. Botl: tucchers and parents are very pleascd with the
new books, Thg and curricula. Children profor thy new boodks.
The moteriel is more systematically 2rrenged in them then
boforc, they preprre bveticw for school work in the hichar gra-
des, and 2t the scme time, being more intercsting ond livelier,
they are closer to children?s mentality.

Irn the course o>f ihe school year the curricula 2and text-
books for the hisher grodces df the primary schgol vere ¢xperi-
mentilly tricd osut. Thoush the interrupted school year could
not provide fully rcliable results, the new curricule and text-~
books cnn probably be introduceld By sutumn,1958. A large number
of practicing teschcrs have een invited to participate in the
olaboration 2f the now curricula.

In the compulsory c¢isht—grade primery schools compulsory
instructiocn is possible in one forcisn language only. Becouse
of the geographicel 1> ntion, socinl system an acccaordingly the
nvailability of specializcd tunchers, this languagc is Russian,
One of the max ern  weasterr lsncueges was offered as an optionel
subject in the higher four (redes, but until now percnis he d
to puy for the cost of such instruction, Beginnirng with eu-
tumn, 1957 the study of optiosnal lraguages will be made free,
t5 cnable more pupils to study them, At the some time, precti-
cing teqchers will be given the opportunity through corres-
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pondence courszs to quilify rfor the teaching of on. of the
optional modern forcign lingu~ges offered in primory schools.

The introduction otf c¢leuments of polytuchrnic instruction
was n central objective i1 tle school year. Lubor.tory clnsses
to cupplement theoretic 1l ot dies wsre instituted i:n physices,
cheristry and biology. 1o provide successful guid-:ce in these
classes, tenchers werc ou:plicd with laboratory r.inuals. In a
few gymnasia axperiment 11 two Gluss hours o) diti.rent kinds
ot shopwork were introduc.d.

During the scihool yeor several messurcs walch heve be=-

" coma necessary were elaboret:d to be introduc:d in the 1957-58
school year. Both in the °rts and in the scicnce divisions of
the gymnasia, the study ol two forcign Ranguzgcs wilt be Te-
quired., The history of rt will be m~ade & sep:iratc subject,

In one~third of the totrl number of the gymnasis the teaching
of logic and of psycholog; will be introduced ns #an cxperinent.

The academic st~ndards of the gymnesia may be mensured
every year also by the results of the n-tion<lly hsld intor-

achool competitive exumin~tions, This y:aP the co potitive
/

exarin~tions waere offer:d in mathematies alone., Cv:r Z,COC
students participated ~nd 300 made the finals. Ths problens
were more difficult thai tlhose given lest yeor., Sovor 1 stu-
dents produced outstanding chiecvements,

Ie

The industrial and zricultural secondrry schools - to
which students ere ~diiitt:d upon completion »f the cicht-z2y~de
prim2ry school - tr=in techrnicians and lower-grad.l “ars for
pgricudtur2l posts, Durirz the last school year cxtensive doe
bates were launched on th: proper relationschip ot the trai-
ning of medium-grade experts in’the sedondery schools to the
troinine of skilled workers, =nd to professional treining in
the colleges and universities, It is still a mott.v oldispute
whethar it would not be t:ttar to bese the trainin  f . iddl.-
grode specialists /technici@ns/ on gradutatinon fro.. the oymns-
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sium. The trend of the Aiscussion indicates the brozd outlines
of a reform which is soon to be elaborrted for technieal
schools,

Congequently no b sic cheonges were effeeted in the
gchedules nnd curricule for the last school year, Slight
changes vicre made in o few subjects where technical advance
made this imperative. Scversl smallsr changes were mrde to
“reduce oversize curricula ~ud to 1ift some of the cxtra burdsn

on students,.

ggiversi igg

The raising of ths duration of a full courss nt the
universiti ¢s 2nd collcgcs frow four to five years necsessita-
ted the claboration of new curricula, At the univsrsities of
arts ond sciences the curriculs for future t.~chers cnable
students to get a better background in cducational thesory ~nd
method, to do a consider:ble emount of practicel work in ¢du-
cetion 2nd to attend scvor2l specisl seminars, At the techni-
cal universitics thc new currucula mnake pessible 2 more tho-
rough grounding and erable future graduatcs to keep more clo-
sely abreast with thc r-pid 2dvances 1ia technic,

Work was going on throughout the ysar on dr~ft sche-
dules and curricula for the teachers’ and kirdergarten-
teachers’ colleges, whichk will open.in autumn, 1959, These
collecges nust have currict ' which - building on the gencrel
culture scquired in the _ymnasium = give 2 thorough ¢rounding
irn education end psychology, prepare for the teaching of the
special elementary~-school subjects /singing, dr~wing, and
physical training/, and provide training in the mcthodology
of te~ching grades one through four, leaving time for plenty
of practice teaching.

1V, Tcaching Pecrsonnel

In the second half of the 1956-57 school ycar the ef=~
fort to improve the finnncial status of teachers wis conti-
nued. After the 22 per cent raise, which bccane cffective on
September 1, 1955, one z2nd a half year later, begioning with
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April 1, the salary of teachers was increased by an additional
16 per caut 2% the average, Within this scheme of adjustment,
the salsasries of mowe hichly qualified teachers /with nniversi-
ty degreas/ were more sharply raised. Similarly, larger than
aviTrag. inereases were grant:d to teachers working with prob-
lem children not amenahle to regular cless instruction, and

to teachers whose jobs call for more time than ususl /teachers
for backward c=hildren =nd c¢dacator-counsecllors «t children’s
homas/.

Promotions from on: pay-category to the rext ore now
made faster, the Tormer fc - or five-year intervals having
bean cut chietlly to Lhree'anh in a smaller puircsentage to four
years, Inkk this way f2°stcr promotion has been cnsured.

Parall.l with vhc increascs granted to te=chsrs, con-
gsider~ble raises wvere given to other, non-tcaching, school
employees as well,

Y. Extra-Curricular Jerviges =~ Special Fducation of Backword
Children.
In 1956~57 six new instiitutions of special 2ducation

were cgteblished, providing room for 900 children, p=rtly men-
tal defectives 2nd pertly deaf-and-dumb children. The number

ol speciai classes 2and spcech~correction courses operating in
primary schools was also increased. In the larger towns
"BEducetional Centers" were sct up. Here a steff consisting of
a physician, a psychologis., a pedagogue and » specialdst in
the treatment of backwuard children examine children =nd ad-
vise parents coming to them with serious educcticusl ond be-
havicur problems,

A new curriculum for mental defectivzs has beun drown
up and is now under discussion.

Every year @ numb:r of impnrtant manuals ar: published
for tcachers of backward child@ren. "The Role of Sien Lenguage
in the Xdife of tHe De~f rr3 fiearing" is one of the publica-
tions issued this year,
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Scven new childrer’s homes were established in 1956-57.
Plans are being drawn nup inr the setting up of a ncdern
"Children’s Town". 3evce~zl books on child protection were
published, for instancc: "Collective Educntion in Children’s
Institutions™, "Prevention ~f Juvenile Delinguercy", ctc.

During the count:r-rcvolution heavy attacks were di-
rected at the Pioneer Move :nt active in the primary schools,

But the children a3 well as the teachers and parcents came to
the rescue »f the movement, for they h2d come to like it du-
ring the last ten years,

The rejuvenated pionesr movement has made cfforts to
got rid of e¢arlier defects. In its methods it is paying gree-
ter attention to the psvchological requirements ot the diffe-
rent g2 groups and stresses more romartic and playful acti-
vitics, Ccre 1is taken to differentiate activity within the
youth movement from school activity, for instance, rmore time
is now devoted to excursions, ceamping, et c. and more cmpha~
8is is 1l2id on the acquisition of different 3kills at a levcl
reelly commensur=te with thh age of the pionecer /budges Tor
passing different tests, <tc./.

The Union »f Working Youth /DI3Z - aficr the Hungarian
initials/ was cctive iu t!  secondnry schoosls 2t the begin-

ning cf the school year. Early in the efiool year thgre were

2lrendy heated debates ~mong teachers and youth lcaders <n
how to improve the work »f this youth organization, What de-
minds should be set beforre young people cof from 14 to 18 in
the youth organization? liow is the activity of the youth

organization to be made s rich and attractive as possible?
-~ these were some of the questions raised. These discussionns
were interrupted by the cvonts of Octcher-November. In the
second half of the school y¢ar, the rcorganized youth move-
ment mar shalled its ranks under the name of Commuanist Youth
League /KISZ - after its Hungarian initials/. Members par-
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ticipate in the zctivity ol th: Tengiie ©n o volunt:ry basis.
The organization is octive in the politicel, culturzl and
sport fisids, c¢mphasizing the petriotic sducation of.young
people and the tcaching of .L:spoct and offcetion Tor other
peoples. A 1nrge number of young people who ar: not members
of the organiagaticn participate in such ectivities ot the
League as tours smd trips to various pnrts ol the country,
cultural progreommes, ctc,

A wide range of summer activities /tours, camping, ax-
changé vith foreign ctudents, ctc./ is going to be arranged

by the orgauizetion.
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